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Reflection on Readings and Videos

The class lectures, assigned readings and the Internet assignment has helped me understand some issues on the history of the United States of America. Both the course book (America: A Concise History) and the videos have given me a good understanding of the historic period from pre-1615 in north America through the post-Civil war years of reconstruction, which ended in the late 1800s. This includes ancient European explorations, the period of colonialism, Americas founding, the revolutionary war, the growth of America’s government and the principles upon which it is based, the extension of its borders, the 1812 war and the growth of political parties among other pre-historic American political issues. 
Most notably, the class lectures and multi-media lesson taught me to assess the causes of the civil war. With some attention to maps, my attention was drawn to what really caused the civil war: sectionalism and the ways westward expansion brought about crises that exacerbated sectional tensions about slavery (Henretta, pg. 140). Again, the readings and videos stress on 1820 and 1850 Missouri Compromises and highlights how it put a lid on a sectional discord and how the situations later worsened and changed uneasy truce set forth by the Missouri Compromise. 
These readings and videos again enlightened me on that slavery was the main cause of civil war. The westward expansion is among other issues that caused the civil war. I have learned that civil war in America began as a result of uncompromising differences between free and the slave states over the control over the federal government to ban slavery in the areas that had not yet become states. Northern victory in civil war preserved America as a single country and terminated slavery institution that had divided the nation from its start. 
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